PUCKETT

Weaves
Flowers

BIGGER
THAN LIFE

Get Chic Effects
with Live Plants

New Fairfield
Home is TOTALLY
Transformed!
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Reed, vine
become art

in her hands S8 .
Winsted business built ' R I8l -
on dimensional weaving

By Debra Ketser
CONTERRANG WHTTE

sy, g
i 3

Samp peeaphs ook 8 binesvweet and see an umvel-
onimi imvasive plant. a teisted oot (h strangles other
planis, Tina Pocloett books st 1 @nd sees gignmtic poppies,
ilabliis, dadabea and !ll'llt-_llrl'l

Singw hilieroweel Ban becnme iha cow' maierial far her
creft, she ithinks i besurnifial — and 0 not the peetty
red mnal !u'ﬂill‘ﬁ' baerriet that smraen e I0s the form od
ihe vine lesell

A moonn a5 | sow G 1 kmew | waniesd do work wiils i
wabd il Werided residenf, wha ifiecovored 5 aiee day
a% s searched the woods for prapevine, ber formes
le,

Her antist’s semsibiilty drew her to lis potentlal

“Hinerswect Is perect for nry work,” s Packetr. who
e ki biaskeis woaE adil edication class 24
yrare agn, when ler dasghterys were small, (Cosriney,
i 25, b o stodent ad Motgers, ond hieliaa, 27, grad-
ated froam Columbds Undversicy Tnar year|

Packrtts work s mpsndensd frean imaditlonal peoed
basketry to & uiikcjue art foemn chal dees Dbevwesl &
a Deaiwie amil huasold. dyed jeed an the binondvneil feg weall
sruilplures and mstic famitone, o weli as baskels

Her- spnature wall soslpienss are pipaniic, colarfal
ferwarrs ahe makes by Bbebding blberowent o imake e
awlxidie pibge for pach peial The vibrant Dowers mmae
ilimiely hecome the focal paim of o room

Bl psul Drhbee Beirthelmess nf Wiaofeary e esigls
vl pieoes — sii hiskebs anmd ene wikifowes, They naet
Puckeit several yeam ago in Lhchiield, whem Puckedl
I o srusdio Tod inasry years, ol wese incrigoed by hee
mCCE.

“Tims docs sinaing worke™ sasd Al 4 F_|i|,|‘1-|_'|'l:|]
tmilder. “ller cregingty and me of malerials, especially
the biterrwest, make them ipeclal. The binemsweet
samerwhial diotaees what dhe will doowith thar pilece.”

The coiple has giveis lier beckeis os giis, even one
o Coaas U Brien the TV show hose B the wikdowes
Ia mile {lsiy adc koojiing, "Pery picce w8 amage or-
atann,” sald LR v WaraBIa Dl

: Woaesr Tina Puckslt's fingers hold he bittorsweat frisme of o work in progress, shawing the thic
»WBETED, PaGE 19 of the nstle vine, Sho formerly wordeed with grapevine, bart found bittormwoet more durabda.

7

vy A gl =
Kecp vour home
loaking natural
and grecn-fnendly
with our
ried ceeclar products

B Hoiath Emil [Mas,
Sew Mo, T AT

Bil-350-6969
Cadar eceusorierSubrglotll Wi



“Some pieces of bittersweet just said "table,'” Tina Puckett explains,
while the fat, snakelike pieces of the vine used here must have said
“tikl bar.” Rivers of colored reed complete the large utliitarian piece,
which will be shipped to & buyer in Utah.
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PWinsted business built on dimensional weaving

Contimud froem Foge 10

The Oowers sell for abowst SLA00 each
anal are 3 oo 4 fogt wide

Whille that may seem pricey. take into
accoaint a aingle Mower takes Pucken
four o five weeks @ meke, And she

on anly one pbete at a time, al-
thoogh she I8 slways thinking abmud
the neat.

Thie peosces Begine with a forsging mis-
e, “T g (i (e wosss wilth mvy clipper,
evrn chain sw and ladder sometimes”
the il Fler hainhard. Kicher TNeamidr
a carpenist ofies belps harvest the bii-
Lervweel.

Because it is pliable when fred cul,
Puckett 15 ablo fo bend and twist 18 indo
the she meeds, bui she likes 1=
ol with fis naiamal caree

And unfike grepevine, which doem’t
Biokd wp over mme billersweet s las-
g "It Becarmes wo hand thet, in s o
et you cany debve o nedl through
" abie sukd.

She atares with the ausline sl the peal

and (hen wesves 8 Tl “ranmn®

each petal wsing reed, & plant fram
the bambon family thal comes in sarou
whagpes.

II?' ol thet camva, the e org-
riality of berwark |8 revéale as she wies
roimd owxd fn st proceis e calls
“dlmnenlonal wanving”

The mrund meeed b st hellantly ool

Cfwin WareTafl bk praches
This lerge feower has an unbaaded
wovan conder.

ored using fabric dye, o step thar fakes
place inan decp old bathiab in the base-
mend af ket hotise,

Much of her work s doiye un commis-
o, sn the buyer can customize the col-
ors ol sk fo complemitil Selr deour.
“Beople sax, ‘| nenl something for this
wall, and T will go in and we'll alk oo
paene up with the right plece,” sukd Puck
i, whisse endléze studies in heatrical s
design prepraned bier fog this pach,

The feed s then oo (mo 3= to 4:nch
pleces, the slementy that ghee the sculp-
cuses ibdr dimsension amd make them

pajs Esch [lowed has husdeods of these
jpleces. They are like hruskmiroles o a

paliier,

Tuckedn placoy each meed plece “with
Intent,” she sald, 18 creale 8 sculpied
thimensional mieal that pleys with Bghe
amd dark elfecis 10 mimic pakirey owm
padmibrush.

Thecenter of each fower iy 8 comtrasi-
Ing color that may be of dimensional
pioce o Beaded $or anotber effert: Evecy
plecs — whether &' black-mped Sasan, a
dahifa, blochird hihisou or bhse ddeisy
= 8 UL,

Packer's ot ke other formsa. oo,
il sculpis landseapes foe walls thag ase
insplyed by the babes amd hills of Con-
necthot

Her series of “Istansds™ fs & mevehle ar-
eargensen of muldiphe pleced that can be
rmuped n differsnt Ermengsmenta

“[rancing” i ome of her frecstanding
sculimives, appeosifialely 5 feel tall en
abstract wﬂwLMIhﬁ
composit ST M WAy
umstalate The blservwest seems tn form
a apine: the wovrn Rel meed, & endarkil
CEFIUmIG

*To mthuh‘:ﬂhamdnm
ke artist said = hemoe it Gtk

Bt Pucken designs uelliacia worke,
icn, She has J:mdlnl ki bam
lately. The ooe T alurwrnom. which
B4 logated In lrrm:u. will soan ba B
i vy 10 Liah, Pucketi, wha npically

doed o shiw o moath, hes buyers ol ovet
the coaniny.

Ruside furniruee s tho bstesr 2 in
her masd, s something she always cn-
wislomed, bt untll pecemaly [t evaded ber
Pinallly, she tnak the g

“Famnr picces of biltctswoct jast said
‘table,™ she simod, seeing the po-
temial for o tahle in the nahmi
ciarvilinear form of the vine

Stae wcuibpis and weaves fhee base af iha
inhde. om which cloar glass iz plared 3o
thic ardatry can be admired. These el
for aboud 1,500,

Of course. ther are baslets, fo0, suipe
irniEienal, some whimskenl These can be
lien ar functiorsd and mnge i cost Dom
le=sg thar S100 e £300

This surnener . you can catch o show
af Puckerrn work af Camal ook Caood
Mews Cafe (o Wiasdbiomy. Her Noweer amad
wall scudptistes will be so diplay there
in e and Tuly,

Thse mestnuicant wai namcd ong of the
natinn's best by prestigioos 2007 Zapals

of Americas Top Reddaurangs. i
wan alaa nemed Resr Amserean Resta-
rani Seiewide by Cannecting magaeme’s
2007 Headeny® Choice Poll, Tor the {eth
remasrcative yraz Che o hirp.! S gl
e calecom) =

Far maine Eriforrmation am Ties Packeiry
ki, e 000 letites esban bty cowre, oF call
(B T B
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As it Ineted eletionic slogrator, Circull Wizand will design and nsisd
4 Blate-olahe-houso whok-hous erlirlamment snd sulomaton syslem
thid will pehsanoe your bestde. W will smnsiorm your home inlo B fun Asa
oxcidxig placg o b work and play, Imagine Bwse sxcting leabunms

Hemate Home Control = Hooee Theater
istribaied Muode = Home Aotomaibon
YWhale Howse Vides = Sarveillanoe
Lighting Contral * Compuoter Metworking
Energy M » Window Treatment ['nulyﬂ
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